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Report of the INTOSAI Working Group on Key National Indicators
at the 10th meeting of the Steering Committee of the Committee on
Knowledge Sharing and Knowledge Services (KSC) 


(Kampala, 20-22 August 2018)

The Secretariat of the Working group (WG) on key national indicators (KNI) presents the outcomes of the Group’s activities over the period from April 2017 to August 2018.
During the reporting period the Working group’s member list underwent some changes. The Working group members welcomed the SAI of Saudi Arabia as a new member of the Working group. Besides, the INTOSAI Development Initiative (IDI), the AFROSAI-E and the German development agency GIZ were welcomed as observers. Unfortunately, due to ongoing major structural changes the National Audit Office of Lithuania temporarily suspended its activity in the Working group.
The main direction of the WG activity was the development of two documents – the GUID on the audit of the use and development of key national indicators and the Guidance on the audit of reliability of macroeconomic forecasts. The project proposals of both documents were presented and approved at the 9th KSC Steering Committee meeting. Following the Due process the Project proposal to the GUID was amended in accordance with the FIPP comments and was approved by the Forum in March. 

The Working group has developed the exposure draft of the GUID on the audit of the use and development of key national indicators based on the project proposal to the document and sent it to the KSC Steering Committee. The draft is expected to be considered at the FIPP meeting. 

As for the Guidance on the audit of reliability of macroeconomic forecasts, which is a non-FIPP document, it is being developed in accordance with the joint paper from INTOSAI Goals Chairs and the INTOSAI Development Initiative “Quality assuring INTOSAI public goods that are developed and published outside the Due process”. During the 11th meeting of the Working group held in Italy in March 2018, the framework of the future Guidance was discussed at the WG 11th meeting.
In regard to other WG activities it’s worth mentioning that this year the Brazilian SAI finalized the work on the 2nd stage of the subproject “KNI systems and public governance” and made a presentation on the results at the meeting. The results of this survey will be incorporated into the future pronouncement on KNI. More detailed information is presented in the presentation prepared by the SAI of Brazil which is available on the website of the Group (http://kniknowledgebase.org/Discussion/topic/11th-meeting-of-the-wg-on-kni/). 
Another aspect of the WG activities in 2017-2018 is the development of the electronic resource of the Working group, namely the Knowledge base on KNI, which is interlinked with the INTOSAI KSC-IDI Community Portal. The Knowledge base can be found at http://kniknowledgebase.org. 

It is also important to highlight that the Working group on KNI was invited to the discussion group on SDGs headed by the SAI of the United Arab Emirates. The WG participated in the video conference, which took place in February 2018 and favoured the discussion of the draft document “Post 2030 Development Agenda – Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” and the next steps for SDG strategy including the preparation for INCOSAI XXIII and UN / INTOSAI symposium 2019. 
The Working group continues working in the frame of the Expert group on KNI regional project. In March 2018, the 11th meeting of the Expert group on KNI was held in Italy. The meeting resulted in adopting the Group’s activities report and the plan for 2017-2018, finalizing the survey on the macroeconomic forecasts’ issues. The WG members decided to make a similar research in the framework of the WG activities.
Besides, at the 11th WG meeting the Working plan for 2018 was adopted and it was decided that the next WG meeting will be held in Slovakia in spring 2019.

The main issues on which the WG intends to concentrate its efforts in 2018 are:
1) 
Development of the Guidance on the audit of the use and development of key national indicators.

2) Development of the Guidance on the audit of reliability of macroeconomic forecasts.

3) Joint work with the discussion group on SDGs.

4) Development of the Knowledge base on KNI.

5) Starting a new subproject on the audit of government programs and projects.

