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Dear colleagues,

I am pleased to present, on behalf of Ms. Hu Zejun, Auditor General of China and Chairman of the Working Group on Big Data (WGBD), the report of this INTOSAI entity’s activities since it is created on the 68th Governing Board Meetings and XXII INCOSAI, December 2016, in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

The Working Group on Big Data is a specialized working group approved by INTOSAI under Strategic Goal Three: Knowledge Sharing and Services. Its objective is to identify the challenges and opportunities faced by SAIs in the era of big data; to summarize the knowledge and experience in the field of big data audit; and strengthen relevant bilateral and multilateral technical cooperation. 

As of August 2017, WGBD has 20 full members and one observer. At present, SAIs of China and USA serve as Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively. SAI Fiji has recently joined our Working Group. And we have recently received a request from the the European Court of Auditors to join the Working Group as an observer. In addition, we have established communication with the ISO PC295 Audit Data Collection to exchange information on our technical activities and products.

The WGBD´s first meeting took place from April 17 to 19, 2017 in Nanjing, China, with the participation of 47 delegates from 19 Supreme Audit Institutions (SAIs), including 17 working group members, namely, Austria, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brazil, China, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, India, Indonesia, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Thailand, United Kingdom and United States, one official observer, Estonia, and one meeting observer, Korea.

During this meeting, we adopted the Terms of reference and Work Plan 2017-2019. as referred below for your consideration. 

The strategic goals of INTOSAI WGDB are as follows: 

Identify opportunities and challenges SAIs are facing in a big data world to make recommendations to SAIs.

Summarize the know-how, experiences and good practices concerning big data audit to help SAIs boost relevant skills.

Develop guidelines and research reports to share knowledge and support capacity building activities in big data audit.

Strengthen bilateral, regional and INTOSAI-wide cooperation among SAIs in big data audit.

The three-year work plan for the period 2017-2019, includes the following forums and symposiums:

A forum on “Challenges and Opportunities Faced by SAIs in a Big Data World”, which has been held in April 2017. 

A symposium on “How Practices of Big Data and Audit Help Promote Sustainable Development” to be held in 2018, which will provide an opportunity for SAIs to share practices and experiences on how to use big data technology to promote transparency and facilitate sustainable development and good governance.

A symposium on “Changes in Audit Management in the Era of Big Data” to be convened in 2019, which will focus on how SAIs could improve their audit methodology and organizational mode to adapt themselves to the changes in the big data era.

In the high-level forum, Mr. Sun Baohou, Deputy Auditor General of National Audit Office of China, underlined five aspects in promoting big data audit – accountability, systemic approach, data-based approach, innovation and human resources. Mr. Gene Dodaro, Vice Chair of the Working Group  and Comptroller General of the United States, Prof. Chaisit Trachoetham, Chairman of State Audit Commission of Thailand and Mr. Agus Joko Pramono, Board Member of the Audit Board of Indonesia shared their SAI’s experiences on data analytic and  their concerns about Big data and big data audit. They also expressed their willingness to strengthen knowledge sharing on big data audit among SAIs, build capacity of big data acquisition, analysis and management, enhance the impact of audit work, and improve government transparency and accountability.

In the working session, delegates from Austria, Brazil, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, India, Indonesia, Norway, the Russian Federation, Thailand, the United Kingdom and China talked about challenges and opportunities faced by the SAIs in the big data era, shared their experience in big data audit, and discussed prospects for the future.

Main points of view expressed at the meeting are: 1) national policies should support the work of government auditors; 2) a variety of big data technologies should be applied to carry out audit activities; 3) IT infrastructure construction is critical to the big data audit. Delegates all agreed that it is necessary and urgent to apply data analytic in auditing, and expected more sharing of information, knowledge and technology related to big data on the platform of the Working Group. 

During the meeting we also discussed the research topic of the Working Group. The topic focuses on: 1. Basic Framework of Big Data Auditing Theory  2.Auditing Technologies Innovation, 3.Auditing Management Revolution and 4.Big Data Auditing Practice.

After the meeting, the Working Group’s Secretariat conducted a survey on the research topics. As of August 18, 2017, 13 SAIs responded the survey, and 8 countries are interested in research on topic 2 Auditing Technologies Innovation and 7 countries are willing to contribute to topic 4.Big Data Auditing Practice. Based on the survey results the Working Group would organize research teams on these two topics and launch the project in Fall 2017.

As vice Chair of this Working Group, the Government Accountability Office of United States will hold the 2018 meeting.

Per the Working plan of the Working Group, we developed website for the Working Group. It will be a platform of collaboration among Working Group members and other stake holders.

Last but not least, I want to recognize the Working Group members’ active participation to the activities and projects conducted. I also express our thankfulness to the SAI of India, as Chair of the KSC Steering Committee, and the SAI of U.S., as vice Chair of  the Working Group, for their valuable support.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much.

Motions for endorsement by the members of the KSC Steering Committee:

To take note of the Working Group’s annual report.

To endorse the Term of Reference and Working plan 2017-2019 of the Working Group.
To take note on the actions carried out by the Working Group’s Secretariat.
To incorporate the Working Group website to the KSC-IDI portal.
To take note that, in fall 2017, the Working Group will start the research on Auditing Technologies Innovation and Big Data Auditing Practice.  .
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